
Working with Google and Blogger:  Posts and Comments

Web 2.0: A platform to serve dynamic content to students

1. In this session we will take a tour
and setup Blogger and learn how to
use various web services available
from Google and others. 

2. You can have a customized page at
Google if you have an account or you
can sign in to create an account to
access the services. For the purposes
of using these services in the
classroom, we will not be using "Gmail"
or the "Page Creator" since they both
require you to register using a cell
phone number. We are going to use
the other services and center our
efforts around Blogger, a friendly
technology that has been used at New
Hope. which will give us a platform to
serve a lot of content to students.

Google Account Page

1. If you have an account, you already
know how to sign in

2. Click on "Create an account now."    

Working with Google and Blogger:  Posts and Comments - 1



Create an Account

1. Fill out the required information
2. Make sure to pay attention to the
Word Verification (this can be hard to
read)
3. Click the "Accept the terms of
service" button on the bottom of the
page below the "Word Verification." 

Google Account Page

1. The My Account page in Google is
the main place where you can add and
remove services. 

2. The "Try something new" is good
short list, but the "more" tab is worth
checking out as some of the best stuff
is in Google Labs. 

Please note: If you want a Gmail
account you will need to provide a cell
phone number to get an access code.
Google does this to prevent malicious
internet users from creating accounts. 
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Services you can choose to add

Blogger is going to be the platform we
use to serve the applications. For right
now we will just take a look at the
following programs:

1. Blogger
2. Creating a custom search engine
3. Labs (where more services and
applications are available)
4. Docs and Spreadsheets 

We are going to add Blogger and
create our blog website. 

Blogger

1. The Blogger dashboard is where you
can make new posts, edit and delete
posts, and change the look and feel of
your blog.

2. You can also edit your Blogger
profile here and add a picture. 
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Blogger's Control Panel

The basic settings page is good for
establishing a title and not listing
yourself publicly

Creating a Post

1. Click on Posting Tab and the Select
the Create tab

2. Type your title

3. Type you message. 

4. You can preview it.

5. Publish Post
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Sample Post with Text

Adding an image to your blog message

1. Click on the image button (note in
the previous step) and you will see this
popup.
2. Choose your layout
3. Click on browse and select your
image (this is just like opening a file in
windows explorer)
4. Click upload
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Picture Placement

Note if you don't like the picture
placement, you can literally grab with
the mouse and move it. In this case,
the picture has been moved to the end
of the text. 

Post with the Picture Added

Once the post is completed you can
preview it (1) or or you can publish it
(2).
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Results of the Sample Post

Editing Posts

Nothing is set in stone. If you click on
the Edit Posts tab you will find that you
can:

1. Edit: which opens up the text editor
we just used to create our sample post.

2. View: Allows you to view the post in
your blog.

3. Delete: If you want to get rid of the
post.
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Settings tab

The basic settings page is good for
establishing a title (1) and description
(2). 

3. It is also where you can decide to list
yourself publicly.

In addition to the Basic Tab, we will
look at the Publishing Tab and the
Comments Tab. 

Publishing Tab

1. Shows your Blogspot Address.
Everything depends on availability. 
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Comments Tab

Allows you to control the comments
displayed on your blog. 

1. Show or hide comments

2. Who is allowed to comment: anyone,
registered users, or only members of
the blog.

3. Decide if you want to have new
posts allow or disallow comments

Comments Tab Continued

Perhaps the most important control you
can exercise is the ability to moderate
comments:

1. Enable comment moderation and be
notified by email whenever a comment
is left.

2. Show word verification makes sure
that visitors leaving comments fill out a
verification form like we did when we
signed up for a Google account.

3. Comments Notification Address
allows you to know and approve
comments. 
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Comment Form

This is what the visitor will see when
they leave a comment. Notice the
verification form and the message
informing the visitor that the comment
must be approved. 

Email Approval for comments

After the visitor leaves a comment, you
will be notified by email. 

1. Publish the comment

2. Reject it

3. The Moderate link will take you to
the moderate tab we saw earliier
(shown in the next example).

Moderate Comments Tab

Away from email? No problem, just
check in with Blogger's Moderate
Comments tab and Publish (1)  or
Reject (2) comments. If you have a lot
of comments you can select all or
reject all. 
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At this point you can have an online
asynchronous class discussion and
have complete control the posts that
are on the site. 

In the next module, we will look at
adding content.
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